From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil
Subject: Advice wtd  stick p.i cores
Message-ID: <199507031844.NAA27931@uro.theporch.com>

Anyone have any miracle cures for sticky/stuck powdered iron
slugs ?  The ones I'm trying to deal with are paper tube coil
forms mounted in metal cans.. standard ba stuff. slugs were stuck and
coil forms broken loose from mounting, twisting the leads off.
I've removed them, reconnected, epoxyed and now I'm ready to
remount them in the cans but the slugs are still stuck tight.

If I'm real lucky I can just remount them and live with whatever the
alignment error works out to be but a cure would be nice.

tnks

73

Bill
N5LMX/DA1WG



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Linton G. & Cheryl K.  Robert" <74723.2416@compuserve.com>
Subject: Apache & Mohawk Twins
Message-ID: <950703021841_74723.2416_EHL175-1@CompuServe.COM>

For Sale:

Heathkit Apache & Mohawk + docs and SSB adapter, all in fair to good condx.
Relocation cancels restoration plans; I can't drag 200 Lbs of this stuff all
over the country! Pickup here in Southern Calif. preferred. $425 for all.  

Respond to CompuServe 74723,2416



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: BA's in the Movies
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950703124609.24732C-100000@clark.net>

I have the TV on the American Movie Classics cable channel for background
noise and just now looked up to see an NC-2-40D with matching speaker in
"Escape to Burma" (1955) with Barbara Stanwick and Robert Ryan.  (Of
course I just had to drop what I was doing to tell everybody.) If they run
the movie again and you want to take a gander, it's in a scene about 15
minutes into the picture. 

Back to the grind...

73,
Tony
K4KYO


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: wlfuqu00@service1.uky.edu (Bill Fuqua)
Subject: BC-779
Message-ID: <199507031559.LAA15206@service1.uky.edu>

 Does anyone have the name plate for the front panel of a BC-779. I just
picked one up and the plate had been removed. All I see there is 4 screws.

                                                73
                                                Bill ko4ww

  William L. Fuqua III  P.E.
  Department of Physics and Astronomy
  CP-177 Chem. Phys. Bldg.
  University of Kentucky
  Lexington, Ky 40506-0055
  E-mail WLFUQU00@POP.UKY.EDU
  Phone (606) 257-4155
  



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: Brief Livermore Report
Message-ID: <68837.ddillman@igc.apc.org>

On Sun, 2 Jul 1995 14:19:56 -0700 (PDT), 
Hal R. Waite  <halwaite@netcom.com> wrote:

>Just a comment on the HRO-500.  I understand that this rig which is 1965 
>vintage used germanium transistors which do not exhibit the long life of 
>silicon transistors.  When these fail, replacements aree almost 
>impossible to find and you are left with a REAL boatanchor.  If these 
>comments are not correct, I would appreciate expert clarification.

I'm for from an expert on the '500, Hal.  I do know that, according to Walt 
Novinger, who reads this list and just sold his '500) there can be 
considerable differences between individual units as to overall 
performance.  Perhaps Walt would be able to fill us all in on the germanium 
transistor question.


Best Regards,

Dick Dillman/WPE2VT
<ddillman@igc.apc.org>
San Francisco


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: WaltN@aol.com
Subject: Re: Brief Livermore Report
Message-ID: <950702195910_24111646@aol.com>

>>I do know that, according to Walt 
Novinger, who reads this list and just sold his '500) there can be 
considerable differences between individual units as to overall 
performance.<<

That's for sure!  We've had four of the darlings, and everyone has had a
different character. Only one was any good on SSB, and it was _superb_.
Others worked with varying degrees of competance on AM...even after careful
alignment.There certainly seems to be a broader range of sample variance on
the '500 than on any of the other radios we play with. 

>>Perhaps Walt would be able to fill us all in on the germanium 
transistor question.<<

I'm no expert, either, but Bobbi's earlier post citing ECG and others as
sources sounds right to me. I needed one transistor (don't remember which one
right now), and there eas, indeed, an ECG replacement that worked fine.

One thing I have found...clean _all_ the transistor leads and the sockets
carefully (yes, the transistors are _socketed_!) to be sure of the best
contact. A surprisingly large number of "dead" '500s can be brought back to
life by this simple technique.

Cheers,
Walt


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: Brief Livermore Report (HRO-500)
Message-ID: <68822.ddillman@igc.apc.org>

On Sun, 2 Jul 1995 18:27:40 -0500, 
Michael Sullivan  <michaels@slip-199-234-235-56.voicenet.com> wrote:

>Well, this report immediately brought to mind some memories and a real
>appreciation of my HRO-500 I've had for about three years. I traded several
>ham radio items for it after seeing it at a hamfest. Once I saw it I just
>had to have it - an almost juvenile feeling of want came over me......I
>remembered when the HRO-500 was introduced in 1963 (late) and the fantastic
>claim of full LF,MF,and HF coverage with 1kc tuning accuracy with the
>legendary National "safe" tuning dial... I was only 13 at the time and the
>though of spending about $1300 for a radio was beyond my uderstanding.....
>I now have the HRO-500, the NCX-5, and the matching NCL-2000 linear. They
>all work fine and constitute one of the dream stations of the sixties.

Glad to hear you've acquired a '500 at last.  For me that juvenile feeling 
of want came with my first sight of the 51J-4 - which I now also have along 
with many if not most of the BA receivers I've lusted after over the years.


Best Regards,

Dick Dillman/WPE2VT
<ddillman@igc.apc.org>
San Francisco


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk>
Subject: FS: Siemens Top-of-the-line Receivers
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507032208.A19730-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk>

I have Siemens E311 general coverage receiver for sale.
Well-known German quality, high performance receivers with tubes.

Price 600 dlrs plus shipping.

73  Rag  OZ8RO




From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us (James C. Durham)
Subject: Germanium transistors
Message-ID: <199507030026.UAA00968@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>

Bobbi Wrote:
?    2.  Last time I had occasion to look (a couple of years ago), RCA
>semiconductor (now TCE, for Thomson Consumer Electronics or some such
>thing) had crosses/replacements for 'most all the common germanium
>types...and I don't think there were *heaps* of flavors to begin with. 
>ECG had some as well.  Call up your local TV parts joint, and ask--or
>wheedle a copy of the book from Thomson.  It's handy, despite the high
>level of sand. 

>   3. I have not the least idea if the HRO-500 used any germanium 
>transistors.  It's certainly plausible enough that it did.

The TV station I work for never threw anything away! We have
drawyers full of Germanium transistors from the 50's and
60's. How about some numbers?

I also have the TCE cross-reference. NTE and ECG also
do germanium stuff.

Yep, there really weren't *that* many types of transistors. In
a lot of cases, transistors were used that just met minimum
specs, like, if you needed 10mhz, you used a transistor that
was down 3db at 15mhz, maybe, because it was cheaper and
just as reliable. Nowadays, you can just go ahead in most
cases and use a transistor with the same characteristics
and basin that does 50mhz. This has reduced the number
of transistor replacement types to a small number in
germaniums. A lot of times, if I come up with an old
BA piece of gear that needs a germanium, I get out SAMS
Transistor  Specs book and just look for one of the right
polarity , gain and voltage breakdowns and shove it in..
works fine.

WARNING... don't use this philosophy with Tektronix gear.
Those folks used all direct coupling and specific gain
figures, sometimes hand-selected rocks! Can you say
"slapped up against the voltage rails?".

Hmmmmm... I thot transistors were *verboten* on the BA
wires!

-Jim Durham W2XO (ex-W8UHW)







From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com
Subject: RE>Germanium transistors, w
Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS>


                      RE>Germanium transistors, was Re: Br         7/3/95
AES stock about five kinds of Ge transistors, in bags of five for small $.  Call 
them at 602-820-5411
                                     73, Scott

--------------------------------------
D



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net>
Subject: Germanium transistors, was Re: Brief Livermore Report
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507021722.A4681-0100000@indy3>


Hi!

   Hal asks after germanium transistors, life and availablity:

   1. They *are* more prone to fail, for a number of reasons; they are
very susceptable to thermal runaway and aren't quite as mechanically
rugged as later (mostly silicon) transistors.  Encapsulation processes
were a pretty new thing, too, which doesn't bode especially well.  (i.e.,
why *is* it the galena etc. in a crystal set "wears out" over time and has
to be replaced or at least chipped off a bit?)

   2.  Last time I had occasion to look (a couple of years ago), RCA
semiconductor (now TCE, for Thomson Consumer Electronics or some such
thing) had crosses/replacements for 'most all the common germanium
types...and I don't think there were *heaps* of flavors to begin with. 
ECG had some as well.  Call up your local TV parts joint, and ask--or
wheedle a copy of the book from Thomson.  It's handy, despite the high
level of sand. 

   3. I have not the least idea if the HRO-500 used any germanium 
transistors.  It's certainly plausible enough that it did.

   73,
   --Bobbi
   (My Indian name is "She-Who-Reads-Many-Dull-Tech-Books," but I think
they were just kidding.  Well, mostly kidding...?) (Cherokee, but only an
eighth and it's family tradition not to claim it on EEO stuff). 



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us (James C. Durham)
Subject: Re: Heath AT-1 (New thread, was Gaithersburg Dinner..)
Message-ID: <199507030024.UAA00960@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>

Tony, K4KYO wrote:

]On Sun, 2 Jul 1995, James C. Durham wrote:

]> I started in 1954 with an AT-1 (all I have left is the cabinet..anyone
]> have a chassis?)

]I have a Viking Adventurer that isn't much better.  Whomever built the 
]kit used the "solder nodule" technique.  On my list of things to do is 
]stripping the chassis and building the kit over myself.

]> Anyhow, the 6L6 *doubled* in the final. There is an old QST article
]> where someone actually measured the output, and the only number
]> I remember is 8 watts on 10 meters, but it wasn't more than 15 or so,
]> except maybe on 80, where it was straight-thru.

]I remember that, but then I suppose that all the two-tubers back did.  I 
]also remember that the AT-1 bandswitch only had about 3 or 4 positions.  
]Was it 80, 40, 15, and 10?  

]> There was never a modulator, according to my memory. I used a pair
]> of 6L6's..let's see..driven with a 6SN7 and 12AX7.

]Maybe it was the Adventurer that had the outboard modulator.  I do 
]remember one from somewhere.

]> I used to work the big 75 meter AM roundtables with that AT-1. It's
]> amazing what an antenna will do.

]I doesn't take much!  :-)

]> There's another aside...who remembers the big 75 meter roundtables
]> in the 50's? There would be 30 or 40 guys in there sometimes!
]> You waited hours to get your turn, and puttered around the shack
]> while waiting. SWLs galore listening in..quite a spectacle!

]As compared to today...  Never mind...  ;^)  

]But yes I do remember that and it was one of the things I listended to 
]on my little Heathkit AR-2 that kept me fired up enough to get my ticket.

]Speaking of that little AR-2, when I was in about the 8th and 9th grades, 
]I used to listen to that and send guys SWL cards.  In all that time, I 
]only got one QSL back.  It was from W0VEW.  I have since met him on a 
]couple of occasions and have thanked him profusely both times.  Some 
]things you never forget.

]73,
]Tony
]K4KYO

The difference in these round-tables was that nobody had VOX, so you
just did a 5 or 10 minute monologue, working from notes of any interesting
things the other guys said. If you were running an AT-1, you kept it
short, because the frequency was usually kept "swept off" by the guys
with the 304TLs and 813s, but the hole would fill in quickly if you
didn't keep a big signal on there.

It used to cause a lot of commotion when someone with an AT-1 or
DX-35 would talk long enough for some guys to start another QSO
right on the round-table frequency. Then, when the "moderator" with
a pair of 833s and 4 half waves in phase would come back on, they'd
holler like a stuck pig!

When did you SWL? I was on 75 in 1955 when I was in the 8th grade.

Another thing I remember about the AT-1 was building the modulator.
One of my first projects. It quit working for some reason, but in
reality, it didn't, it was misconnected at the output. I was poking
around thru it with a pair of Trim headphones tracing where I thought
the signal quit, (microphone connected) and managed to get the phones
across the secondary of the mod transformer or some such place. It
fed back and howled and I thought I was gonna be permanently deaf!

BTW, I used an S-20R receiver in those days. I've seen those around
at fests...

-Jim Durham, W2XO (ex-W8UHW)






From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: Heath AT-1 (New thread, was Gaithersburg Dinner..)
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950702213619.15051B-100000@clark.net>



On Sun, 2 Jul 1995, James C. Durham wrote:

> The difference in these round-tables was that nobody had VOX, so you
> just did a 5 or 10 minute monologue, working from notes of any interesting
> things the other guys said. 

There were a bunch of us, including my best Elmer W4HMH (father of my high
school pal K4AMC) who used to meet on 29.6 kist about every night and do
just that.  Our QCWA "net" on Sunday mornings here (149.79 - 9:00 AM if
you're in the area) are almost like that too.  We all check in and then
take go around the round table of an hour and a half.  I guess the QCWA
guys remember those days. 

> When did you SWL? I was on 75 in 1955 when I was in the 8th grade.

I got the AR-2 in about 1954 and my SWL'ing was all focused on getting my
ticket.  I listened almost exclusively to the ham bands.  I got my Novice
ticket in 1956 and moved up to an NC-88 and then to the HQ-140-X that sits
about a foot from me right now. 

> Another thing I remember about the AT-1 was building the modulator.
> One of my first projects. It quit working for some reason, but in
> reality, it didn't, it was misconnected at the output. I was poking
> around thru it with a pair of Trim headphones tracing where I thought
> the signal quit, (microphone connected) and managed to get the phones
> across the secondary of the mod transformer or some such place. It
> fed back and howled and I thought I was gonna be permanently deaf!

I never did that, but I did brush my nose on the plate cap of the 807 in 
my Adventurer once.  That surely got MY attention.  (Don't try this at 
home kids...)

> BTW, I used an S-20R receiver in those days. I've seen those around
> at fests...

I can't say that I have.  (I looked in the Moore book to refresh my memory
as to which one that was.) I remember wanting a Sky Buddy (S-19) back then
because I somehow got the idea that it was an exceptionally "hot" 
receiver.  I also very much liked the engraved dial.  It looked very...  
What?  I think the current expression would be "cool", but we didn't 
say that then, or at least not in that context.  ;-)

Nice memories.  Thanks...  :-)

73,

Tony
K4KYO


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: CarlHeintz@aol.com
Subject: Heath Gear for sale
Message-ID: <950703132337_107125066@aol.com>

Heath gear for sale:

Marauder HX-10 real boatanchor in beautiful condition (perfect electrically
and cosmetically) with manual. This matches the  Mohawk. AM-SSB-CW-FSK...
great radio.  $240

Complete SB series,  SB610, 620, 630, 303, 401  - translation: scope,
panadapter, console, receiver & xmitter. all perfect, with
manuals,  $400 for the lot, works out to $80 apiece.

Contact CarlHeintz@aol.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: michaels@slip-199-234-235-56.voicenet.com (Michael Sullivan)
Subject: HRO-500 et al...
Message-ID: <199507022239.SAA00988@slip-199-234-235-56.voicenet.com>

>Here's a brief report of what I sighted today at the Livermore, CA swapmeet
>in the way of BAs:
>
>     HRO-500 with LF Preselector   $ 795
>     HRO-50T1 with coil set          325
>     51S-1                            ?
>
>Plus numerous Heath DX series transmitters (except the DX-100) as well as
>later equipment.
>
>
>Best Regards,
>
>Dick Dillman/WPE2VT
><ddillman@igc.apc.org>
>San Francisco
Well, this report immediately brought to mind some memories and a real
appreciation of my HRO-500 I've had for about three years. I traded several
ham radio items for it after seeing it at a hamfest. Once I saw it I just
had to have it - an almost juvenile feeling of want came over me......I
remembered when the HRO-500 was introduced in 1963 (late) and the fantastic
claim of full LF,MF,and HF coverage with 1kc tuning accuracy with the
legendary National "safe" tuning dial... I was only 13 at the time and the
though of spending about $1300 for a radio was beyond my uderstanding.....
I now have the HRO-500, the NCX-5, and the matching NCL-2000 linear. They
all work fine and constitute one of the dream stations of the sixties.




From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: Steve Share <71154.3434@compuserve.com>
Subject: HRO-500 transistors and Livermore
Message-ID: <950703030958_71154.3434_DHQ44-1@CompuServe.COM>

Inside my HRO-500 (SN 102--209) you will find the following transistors,
per the owners manual:

2N3663 (GE)                         (1)
2N2672 (Amperex) or 2N2188 (TI)     (18)
2N2429 (Amperex) or 2N2375 (TI)     (5)
2N706  (TI)                         (7)
TI3027 (TI) or 2N1168 (Delco)       1 matched pair, 1 additional (3)
2N2654 (Amperex) or 2N2997 (TI)     (2) 4-pin
2N2646 (GE) or 2N489 (TI)           (1) unijunction

I think the '500 represents both an ending and a beginning.  While it 
was not the last HRO, the '600 is a complete break with all previous 
tradition and is unrecognizable as a member of the HRO series (looks 
like another typical gov't/spook digital HF receiver).  But the end of 
the HRO line is also the first synthesizer-based receiver made available
to the public--an interesting intersection between tube and solid state 
evolution.  I found my nearly-NIB (about 10 hours of use after the box 
was opened by the seller) '500 at the Foothill swap about a year ago.  
Performance has been excellent, and the audio quality is way above 
anything else I've heard without tubes in it.  As Walt has mentioned, at
least some of these sets are really sensitive and great on SSB, but I 
guess that is not true of all of them.  Fortunately, I got lucky and 
snagged a good one on the first try.

Further observations on Livermore:  The LF-10 preselector for the 
HRO-500 is somewhat rarely seen.  It's unusual in that it has its own 
little speaker (and amplifier?) for audio output.  The 500/LF-10 
combination offered for sale was the original version, with the "crank" 
tuning handle vs. the larger dial in late model units.  I'd say the 
condition was somewhat better than average, but not exciting.  Don't 
know about the operating condition as I didn't ask.  I'd already had my 
day made by finally finding the crystal calibrator for my Drake 2A--I 
persuaded the seller to remove it from a 2B he had for sale.  The 2B 
later sold for $50, I believe.  Also picked up a nearly mint GenRad 
1650A RLC bridge (anyone have a manual)?  This is the cute small one, 
not one of the huge 1608 beasts (already have one).

73, 
Steve, KE6STI
71154.3434@compuserve.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Hugh D. Stegman" <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Listenability, was Re: who's more sensitive
Message-ID: <9507031915.AA11552@red-eft.la.ca.us>

Bobbi has a point.  All this spec-itis has produced rxs that do great on the
test bench but induce headaches trying to use them in contest situations.
I think this may be why I like Field Day so much better at home.  4 hours on
the typical little ricebox they take up in the hills and your brain is toast,
while the guy who brought up the KWM-2 is going strong and ready for more.
Maybe this is the real reason the guys with BA stations on Field Day hate to
let anyone else operate them.


-hugh


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: gcarter@Libris.Public.Lib.GA.US (Greg Carter)
Subject: Newly aquired Boatanchors
Message-ID: <9507022217.AA00038@Mail.Public.Lib.GA.US>

Howdy!

I just recently ran across a cosmetically mint condition HT-37/SX-111
Hallicrafters station that was offered for sale by the original owner and
I just couldn't resist, so they now occupy a position of prestige in my
basement shack.  Upon firing them up, I find the receiver functions as new!
The transmitter after a brief check (with cabinet off) to determine if
there were any obvious problems was turned on and warmed up.  I managed to
make 3 qso's on 40 mtrs with excellent audio reports and then the 4A fuse
in the AC input blew (this after about 45 minutes use).  Visual inspection
again with cabinet off shows no apparrent problem.  Before I go any further,
could someone offer a suggestion as to what I need to look for (as I am not
really very technically competent).  I'm not to hot at troubleshooting but
once I find the problem I'm very confident I can repair it.

Also in the same week I found a DX-100 in very fine condition (probably the
best I've ever seen...and I've seen hundreds) and brought it home.  My 
question to all you fellow DX-100 owners is this: What receiver would be 
a good match for this jewel?  Something of the same time period...mid 50's.

Well I now have enough projects to keep me busy for the rest of the summer
it seems!

Now I'd like to find an HT-41 to complete the Hallicrafters station...anyone
have any leads???

Thanks very much.....I'm having big fun now!


Greg
KX4R
e-mail: gcarter@mail.public.lib.ga.us



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank)
Subject: Re: Newly aquired Boatanchors
Message-ID: <9507030300.AA21636@legend>

>Howdy!
>
>I just recently ran across a cosmetically mint condition HT-37/SX-111
>Hallicrafters station that was offered for sale by the original owner and
>I just couldn't resist, so they now occupy a position of prestige in my
>basement shack.  Upon firing them up, I find the receiver functions as new!
>The transmitter after a brief check (with cabinet off) to determine if
>there were any obvious problems was turned on and warmed up.  I managed to
>make 3 qso's on 40 mtrs with excellent audio reports and then the 4A fuse
>in the AC input blew (this after about 45 minutes use).  Visual inspection
>again with cabinet off shows no apparrent problem.  Before I go any further,
>could someone offer a suggestion as to what I need to look for (as I am not
>really very technically competent).  I'm not to hot at troubleshooting but
>once I find the problem I'm very confident I can repair it.

Look at the selenium rectifier..these had a notorius habit of blowing and 
taking the power transformer with it....put something silicon based in 
place of it....

>
>Also in the same week I found a DX-100 in very fine condition (probably the
>best I've ever seen...and I've seen hundreds) and brought it home.  My 
>question to all you fellow DX-100 owners is this: What receiver would be 
>a good match for this jewel?  Something of the same time period...mid 50's.

75-A2, 51J-3 or 4, R-390/URR, HRO-50 or 60, NC-300, NC-183D, HQ-140, with 
preference to the Collins receivers for useability and the HRO's or 183D
for the audio quality, although, the R-390/URR has better audio STOCK than
a stock R-390A/URR does...modified 390A's probably sound real nice...

...stuff deleted....
>Greg
>KX4R
>e-mail: gcarter@mail.public.lib.ga.us
>
>
Rick Blank, KI5SL



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: Newly aquired Boatanchors
Message-ID: <m0sSc9E-001OL0C@spider.lloyd.com>

At 05:20 PM 7/2/95 -0500, Greg Carter wrote:
>Howdy!
>
>I just recently ran across a cosmetically mint condition HT-37/SX-111
>Hallicrafters station that was offered for sale by the original owner and
>I just couldn't resist, 

Sounds like a wonderful find.  Congratulations!

> I managed to
>make 3 qso's on 40 mtrs with excellent audio reports and then the 4A fuse
>in the AC input blew (this after about 45 minutes use).  

FWIW, the 4A fuse should be a slow blow fuse.  It might be useful to verify
that the one that popped was what it should have been.

Do you have any way to check the tubes in the HT-37, in particular the
rectifier tubes?   Although maybe an unlikely failure source, I'd want to
rule them out as culprits quickly.  

HT-37s have, according to folklore, weak power transformers.   If this
particular HT-37 were mine, the transformer would be one of my concerns.

To check it out, you'll need some kind of voltmeter.  Any inexpensive VOM
that can measure up to 1000 Volts will do.

I would connect in series with the HT-37 transformer primary an ordinary
lightbulb, maybe 100Watts or so, and then turn the transmitter on (with a
new fuse installed).   While on, I would then use the Voltmeter to verify
that the transformer secondaries are all putting out some voltage and that
none seem shorted to the chassis.  

With the lightbulb in series with the transformer primary, none of the
voltages will be anything like normal, but that's OK.  The lightbulb is
serving as a current limiter to prevent damaging anything while you poke
around.  To check the filament windings, you may need to use just about the
lowest scale the voltmeter has.

If nothing seems wrong, then I'd be tempted to eliminate the light bulb from
the  circuit and plug the unit directly into the AC outlet again.   For all
my paranoia about HT-37 transformers, the blown fuse could have just been
"one of those things".

If the fuse blows again, and if you aren't comfortable doing more
troubleshooting, the my suggestion is to take the transmitter to someone who
is competent to work on tube gear.




>
>Also in the same week I found a DX-100 in very fine condition (probably the
>best I've ever seen...and I've seen hundreds) and brought it home.  My 
>question to all you fellow DX-100 owners is this: What receiver would be 
>a good match for this jewel?  Something of the same time period...mid 50's.

If it is an early DX-100, a hallicrafters SX-100 is a period-correct piece,
as would be a National NC-300.  A mid production DX-100 might want to be
seen with an SX-101 or an SX-101 MK III.  There are many other receivers
that would look correct next to a DX-100, but these would some of my selections.

One hint you didn't ask for:  If you plan to use the DX-100 on or above 20M,
it is a Real Good Idea to neutralize the 6146s.  Bone stock DX-100s don't
have any provisions for neutralization and you'll need to do a simple mod to
add it.  

To check for the presence of this change, look at the steel panel that
separates the PA compartment from the driver section.  Is there a wire
passing through this panel?  If so, one end should connect to the driver
capacitor and the other is unconnected, but located near the 6146s.     

If you have this mod, verify that it is adjusted correctly as follows:  Tune
up the DX-100 on 10M into a dummy load.  Switch the meter to measure grid
current and turn on the finals.  Rotate the PA tuning slightly off resonance
and note whether the grid current remains essentially constant.  If it
varies wildly, you need to neutralize the rig. If it remains fairly stable,
neutralization is probably OK.

73 and good luck,

Jim - km6nk



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: "Frank C. Gilmore Jr." <fgilmore@gxl.woodtech.com>
Subject: Re: Newly aquired Boatanchors
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.3.91.950703094230.24338B-100000@gxl.woodtech.com>



On Sun, 2 Jul 1995, Greg Carter wrote:

> Howdy!
> 
> I just recently ran across a cosmetically mint condition HT-37/SX-111
> Hallicrafters station that was offered for sale by the original owner and
> I just couldn't resist, so they now occupy a position of prestige in my
> basement shack.  Upon firing them up, I find the receiver functions as new!
> The transmitter after a brief check (with cabinet off) to determine if
> there were any obvious problems was turned on and warmed up.  I managed to
> make 3 qso's on 40 mtrs with excellent audio reports and then the 4A fuse
> in the AC input blew (this after about 45 minutes use).  Visual inspection

I sold many of those pairs....and they were very good.  I used a '37 as 
my prime RTTY exciter for several years at home.

The first thing I would look at, sigh, is the power transformer.  They 
were a weak link in both the '37 and '32.  If it has been exposed to moisture
to any extent or even just setting unused for a length of time that would 
be my first suspicion....quickest test is to pull the rectifiers and see 
what happens.  If it still blows measure the windings.  Most I have seen 
bad had lost the low voltage secondarys, HV was OK.  

> 
> Now I'd like to find an HT-41 to complete the Hallicrafters station...anyone
> have any leads???

While praise the first two pieces I had some pretty sad experiences with 
the HT-41s.....  very high strung on 10 and 15.  Also the power supply 
was not up to snuff....they lost transformers too!

The HT-45 was the pick of the litter....and I wound up with several in my 
shack for years....but guess what?  They lost transformers too.  
Berkshire made one that was a close replacement but not really that much 
more durable.  I finally built up the standalone supply that was in about 
the 1970-71 ARRL handbook.  Expensive but ran 3,000v at 1.2 amps.  Guy 
that has it and the amp now is cooking along on digital modes on 20 all 
the time without any trouble at all.  

HT-37/32 transformers are available from good folks in Texas but they are 
not cheap!  Last catalog I had from them I think the '37 was about $115 
or so.  They also carry a good line of filter capacitors.  If the 
transformer checks OK that is the next place I would look....beyond that 
anything that is causing the fuse to blow should be fairly easy and cheap 
to replace.

73

Frank
de K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Osborne & Filter ?'s
Message-ID: <804734380.0343435@AppleLink.Apple.COM>

Hugh mentioned the "O" word. My first "real" job as a product design engineer
was doing thermal analysis and solving an EMI problem with the 360k 5 1/4"
disk drives on the Osborne 1.  I ended up being one of the employees who was
held over after the bankruptsey to develop and try and sell a prototype IBM
compatible to an outside investor. If any word accurately describes an Osborne,
it's boat anchor. The ad with the biz suit swinging one was amazing in every
sense of the word.  Adam had no idea there was more to building a computer than
just stuffing some parts in a box...
 
On a seperate topic -  I just attended a seminar on measurements and
instrumentation.  One of the main topics was the effect of filter phase
distortion on signals/data.  We spent enough time on it to realize that while a
Chebyschev is very selective, the phase distortion and  high overshoot on
transients are poor and a Bessel filter would be much better, if you can
tolerate the wider skirts. That being so, I was wondering if any of you have
had any experience with 8 pole bessel filters being substituted in BA's to
improve the audio quality, either in the RF of AF sections?
 
-df
 



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: dm56@prism.gatech.edu (David L. Morton)
Subject: subscribe
Message-ID: <199507031913.PAA15229@acmex.gatech.edu>

dm56@prism.gatech.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: Trade ARC for OTB
Message-ID: <950703154852_71333.144_DHQ48-1@CompuServe.COM>

vols 20-29. Have ARC issues from vol 2 to present, about 50 issues total
Not complete. Don, N3RHT: 412-234-8819m EST weekdays or here.
TRADE: Back issues of Antique Radio Classified for back issues of the AWA
Old Timer's Bulletin. Trade 2 ARC for 1 OTB. Need OTB vol 17 and earlier and vols 20-



From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: michaels@slip-199-234-235-56.voicenet.com (Michael Sullivan)
Subject: transistors on BA List (HRO-500 and Germanium Transistors)
Message-ID: <199507030048.UAA01259@slip-199-234-235-56.voicenet.com>

Well, in regards to transistor discussions on the BA list, the HRO
represents the end of the vacuum tube (vt) era receiver in many ways. The
construction techniques are all vt techniques, including sockets! The
circuit, with the possible exception of the synthesizer, is really a vt
derived circuit in the sense that no new circuit techniques were used.
However, the receiver works very well. I have only one, so can't compare
with others. The three weak points are imod and frequency tracking and long
term stability (in the sense of resettablity). I listen to it many nights,
the BBC especially, and enjoy the 8 khz bandwidth for AM. SSB reception is
quite good, but could use some more selectivity. The receiver truly
represents the end of the line. It just happened to have germanium
transistors!
mike - kc2kj




From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: Bruce Haffner <haffner@Mercury.mcs.com>
Subject: W.S.48 INFO
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507022227.A5276-0100000@Mercury.mcs.com>

I picked up the xmit part of a Wireless Set 48 and am looking for a copy 
of the schematic and or instruction manual for it. I would like to find 
the receiver part of it also. The W.S. 48 was made here in the states for 
the U.K. It is like their W.S. 18.
                        73,   Bruce H.       WD9GHK


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Jul  3 16:40:37 1995
From: rmccarty@netcom.com (roger mccarty)
Subject: Wanted to Buy
Message-ID: <199507031613.JAA28710@netcom8.netcom.com>

Looking to buy a Hallicrafters HT-46 and/or a Hallicrafters SX-146.

Also looking for a Johnson Pacemaker Transmitter.

If you have one for sale or know of someone whom does, I would like to 
hear from you.

Thanks

Roger KD6CC



